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St. Odilia Social Justice Ministry Area 
Council 

 
 
 

Minutes 07-19-2022 
 

Name Attending? Y/N Name Attending? Y/N 

Beth Aune Y Phil Aune Y 

Sheba Fernandez Y John Hunt – PLC Rep Y 

Blaine Mably - Chair Y Bonnie Miller Y 

Lynn Belgea Y Bernie Wiwel - 

Recorder 

Y 

Steve Kahat Y Attending PLC Rep – Troy 

(PLC Reps: Vicky Cherne, Troy Gregory, Nancy Dieckmann )  

Opening Prayer  

Review of Last Minutes  

Approved minutes.  

PLC Update  

John gave update on last PLC meeting highlighting the following points:  

 New member on PLC  

 Discussed endowments (we gave some of this money to the Holy Hammers)  

Picnic Update  

At the picnic, Phil recapped what SJC is doing  

 Talked about Faith and Racial Healing program  

 Short course  

 Ukraine support  

 Solar Panels  
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 Racial Equity Ministry  

Racial Equity Ministry  

Currently consists of 6 or 7 people including Phil, Richard, Kim, Cathy, Lynn.  

 Planning an invitation.  

 Holding a book review on 'How to Fight Racism' (looking to have people at least read this 

book)  

 Adopted a mission statement.  

 Working on defining focused activities to pursue.  

 Sheba had thoughts about having an introductory meeting followed by a working session.  

 Response to 90 surveys sent out were lower than expected, there were about 20 replies.  

 Consideration is being made on placing something in the bulletin to invite the whole parish. 

(Sheba also gave ideas on inviting parish on educational programs, stating that strongest 

interest appears to be in educational programs)  

 There will be an August 17 meeting for the planning group (a Zoom meeting). Book study 

planned for the 28th (anyone on council can participate, as this is a study to help set our 

direction)  

 A kick off meeting is being targeted for sometime around September.  

 For further ideas, Phil suggested talking with other councils that have multiple sub activities 

going on (like pastoral care).  

Green Envelope Donations  

How to allocate donations:  

International Institute of Minnesota  

They re-opened there web site.  

 We can donate money, and they are currently collecting items for Ukraine.  

 They also have an Amazon wish list for donations.  

 Additionally they are looking for recommendations on available housing.  

Their mission is helping new arrivals in America to become self sufficient. They address every 

group coming into Minnesota.  

Blaine could do a check request and direct it to the Ukraine support. (see what comes from green 

envelope)  

Brittany's Place  

 They also reopened and are taking donations.  

 They provide help for young girls who were trafficked.  

Education/Scholarship Fund  

Sheba mentioned thinking about allotting money for this. Would be targeted for college or technical 
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school students. SJC would decide on and run this fund. To be discussed further as to how to 

distribute them.  

Blaine's Idea on Movie or Book Club  

 Builds community  

 Documentaries (Racial, Ecology, Catholic Social teaching)  

 Family Service (something for kids and family participation)  

Additional Research on SJC Programs  

Steve looked at 20 different churches to see their SJC programs. He found racial justice programs 

are are a current focused activity. In particular he found 6 very good web sites with good mission 

statements. Steve is trying to give further thought to how we are going to pick out our focused 

activities.  

Parish Partnership  

 St. Peter Claver made a list for an exchange of gifts, and Fr. Eric wanted us to follow up on 

this with what we can share with them.  

 Steve is thinking of getting the schools involved.  

 Blaine shared the list with us and his list of things which St. Odilia can do.  

 John is to get a name of the contact on the school council who can help us to work on some 

of this.  

It was mentioned that St. Peter Claver already has some relationships with other parishes, and that 

some of the St. Peter Claver parishioners are also coming to our masses.  

A major focus of this effort is to develop solidarity with St. Peter Claver.  

Care for Creation  

Discussed activities related to Care for Creation:  

 Blaine put some links for this in the agenda.  

 Arch diocese is recommending energy audits.  

Other Agenda  

 Looking for bulletin articles.  

 Amy is wondering if bigger articles less often would be a good approach.  

 Richard probably has something for bulletin on Racial Equity Ministry.  

 Fall Messenger is coming up too.  

Closing Prayer  


